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NEEDS OF THE CAPITAL
OUTLINED TO CONGRESS

Annual Report of District Commissioners
Submitted to Senate and House.

The annual report of the Commissioners of the District of Co¬
lumbia was submitted to Congress today. It follows:

WASHINGTON, D. C.. November 15, 1915
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States

of America in Congress assembled:
The Commissioners of the District of Columbia herewith sub¬

mit (or the information of Congress, in accordance with the require¬
ments of section 12 of "An act providing a permanent form of gov¬
ernment for the District of Columbia." approved June 11. 1878 (20

Stat., 108;, and section 9 of the sundry civil appropriation act ap¬
proved August 1. 1914. a report of the official doings of the govern¬
ment of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ended June 30.
19I5-

This report embraces detailed exhibits of the operations of the
several departments ami offices of the government of the District of
Columbia during that period, which the Commissioners have pref¬
aced with an abstract of their contents, and with suggestions having
in"view the improvement of the service and conditions under their

supervision and control.
Financial.

STATEMENT A.Consolidated statement showing (1) cash income from all
sources, expenditures on account of appropriations, trust and special funds
dutfing the fiscal year ended June CO, 1915, and (2) the debt of the District of
Columbia at the close of said fiscal year. v

fash account.
Balmier* July 1. 1914.

C*a»h balance to the credit of disbursing officer of
rlie District of t'oluiubia with the treasurer f
the United State* «»u account of trast and sp»-.
iiil fund*

I ash balance to credit of treasurer of the Na¬
tional Training School for tilrl* on account of
appropriations

Cash balance* to the credit of the several trust
and special funds iu the Treasury of the United
States

Caah balance in the hand.* of the collector of
taxes on account «f.

. Jeneral fund
Trust and s|»ecial funds l.TJJp.Xjl
Repayments to appropriations.... Ii3.87

Caah balance in the Treasury of the United
States on account of general fund

Income.

Kwenn'-s collected on account of the jrcnerni
ftind

Amount pnid by the United States on amount of
t lie. proportion of District of Columbia appro¬
priations payable by the United States under
"the act of Juno 11. 187#

-Vdvam-es for special park improvements
Cash collection* p« account of truat and social ?

Detail.

$36,409.06

Total. Grand total.

47.59S.S5

75.875.24

Expenditures.
Net expenditure* during the fiscal

r«ran account of.
Appropriations $42,606/454.57
Tnist and special funds 1,370,369.4t'»

Reimbursement of the United
States on acwwnt of.

Washington Market Co. rentals.
1*15-14 7.aOO.OO

Interest dae to adjusttneot of
reneral fund account 75«)0

Wajafaington Market Co. rentals.
»A7#-1914. other than above. 158,437. "jO

Advances for special pork Im¬
provements.

Montrose Park
Principal 13,750.0?»
Interest for fiscal year
1915. at 3 j»er cent 412.50

Meridian Hill Park-
Principal 61.250.'10
Interest for fl»«-al year
1915. at 3 per cent 1,837..*j0

Com* of condemnation of
Meridian Hill Park
Prloripal 1.290.49
Interest for fiscal year
1915. at 3 per cent 3S.50

Freedmen's Hospital
For '-are of patient*. 1906-

1913 37.990.7o
Ie.iebtedne»*. advance*. 1*77-78.
on a«-«-oun? of 3.K5-bond inter¬
est. a*-' M«r« Jj 4. 1915 5WJ.067.23

.8,1*41.529.08

. 6,118.0ir.J»
7.30

1.325.360.83

13,976,814.03

f365.l65.4l

1-.ttM.8l2.70
$16,050,073.11

Total expenditures for year

Iiaiances June 30. 1915.

Css'i balanc* to th* credit of di«!mrsins offieer
\ It"<> the tcea*urer of the United State* on »<.

OMIUt «>f
\ppropriatlon« $10,165.55

'I rn-t and *f.ecial fund* 15.281.97

C-T-h t.alnm-f to ....edit of treasurer of the Na¬
tion*! Training School f»-r IJJr!* .on a'-counl of
appropriation

I ;*kh halan'-e in hand* f ..ollector of t:«xe.». n«-

.-oi;nt of general fund
C»«i» bnlan<-c« in Treasc.ry of the I nited State*
on account. of-
fieneral fund
Trust and special fundi*

.14,845,469.45

he I»isstri#-» of

r>ebt.
Jnn«- 3n. 1914:

imt»tanding funded debt
Columbia

Advances account of »pecial park impro*f»-
m*ats

In'--«*s«e In Indebtednes* by reason of reimbur«<*
r»«»nt* required to I** uiad" to the United
State* for

U'ashltiaton Market Co. rental*. JS74* to 191 I.
\\>«hin*ton Market t o. rents)*. 191" to 1911.
!n?e**e*t t<-> adjust general f.ind
I'ark Improvi dent* c«mts of ei ndenination.
Free^itnen's Hospital are of p tient*, 1 90tt_
»»13

Interest t»n bonrtv 1«*77 7*
Interest on park advau'-e*

Reduction r,f debt by reason of <-a*h payments
nii.de during the tl«-ai year 1915 accouni
Funded debt of the District of Columbia.
Reimbursements to the I'nited States an de
tailed above

Balance, bonded debt outstanding Jnn

tt. 451.31

58.503.35

731,786,74
3*2.330.74

<..939,150.<H»

76,283.29

158.437.50
7,500.I»0

7.'».«a»
7.20

37,99*.70
5S6.taf7.23

2,288.50

421.150.00

*6*.655.42

1.204.609,66
$16.050.079.11

United State* 3 per cent Panama earmi ttond*
tn the hand* of the treasurer of the United
sta'e*. account Investment ?inklnt fund appro
priatton

Net <Iebt June M», 1915

Analysis of Receipts and Expendi¬
tures.

'j»h receipts from all sources for the
year, which amounted to J13.6b4.913.70,
were made up as follows. From ta*es.
licenses and miscellaneous sources,

041,529.6b; amount paid by the United
States as its share of the expenses of
the local government under the act of
June 11, 187S, J6.11 S.015.99: temporary
advances by the United States on ac-
«ount of costs of condemnation of
Meridian Hill Park, $7.20; trust and
special fund collections, including
water fund, $1,525,360.83.

< 'ash expenditure* for the year
amounted to $14.M5.469.45. of which
there was paid from appropriations and
general fund $13,4 75,109.99 and from
trust and special funds, including the
water fund, $1,370,359.46.
The expenditure from the general

fund of $ 13.475,1 oy.99 is made up of
*12,606,4 54,57 from appropriations for
the expenses of the government of the
I'istrict of Columbia, including the ap-
propration for interest and sinking
fund, and $868,655.42 reimbursed to
the United States as required by vari¬
ous acts of Congress, including inter¬
est charges thereon.
IncimUd J* the expenditure of

792.372.1.3

'.807,^)5.42

1.2S0.805.42

6,518,000.00

295.000.00

6.225,000.00

!««»tru" amI funds areI" :.' payment, on account ofpolio* roller fund: H3..S4«.55 on accountor the firemen's relief fund; $40,497.65
k«i .supl'ort °f abandoned wives andchildren, paid front deposits madethrough the Juvenile .Court; and $605,-
for th#"i «ct*ount of the water fundfor the extension of the high-servicer^rTn,Vnd,.°ther """"" of ,he

Payments on the Bonded nebt and
Beimbursemente Made to the

United States Under Vari-
°U8 Acts of CongTesg.

At the close of the prior fitscal vear
ended June 30, 1914, the District of Co¬
lumbia owed $6,939,150 on account of
the bonded debt represented by out¬
standing 3.65 bonds and $76,283.29 as a
reimbursement to the United States for
advances for Medirlan Hill and Mont¬
rose parks; In all. $7,015,433.29.
During the year sundry acts of Con¬

gress directed that the following sump
be reimbursed to the United States on
account of advances, adjustments and

(C'orftlnOed on Nineteenth Page!)
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REPUBLICANS READY
TO AID PRESIDENT

: .

Democrats Must Not Make
National Defense Party Is¬

sue, Says Gallinger.
Senate republicans will make

no partisan fight on tlie admin¬
istration national defense pro¬
gram if it is not framed by the
democrats in caucus. Senator]
Gallinger. republican leader of
tlie Senate, told Pre-ident Wilson
today that the republicans want
the army and navy strengthened.
Following a long conference with
the President, Senator Gallinger
said Mr. Wilson informed him he;
would *not approve of the demo-1
crats making the defense plans
party measures in caucus.
"I agree with the thought in the

minds of the President and Secretary
Garrison in tlie preparation of the ad-Jministration preparedness plan," said!
.Senator Gallinger, "but I have not
studied all the details yet.
"The republicans will not treat I hi

matter in a partisan manner, and so
told the President. We will honestly
co-operate with the party in power in
working out defense plans which will
he adequate and sane. tfut we will
not agree to have the democrats frame
their plans in caucus and then ask u:s
to approve them."

Question Not Party One.
"The question of preparing for the

defense of the nation is not a party
one, and the republicans are ready to
meet the democrats half way if they
are really willing to discuss this ques¬
tion in a non-partisan way."
Senator Gallinger disagreed with the

President on his plans for providing a j
merchant marine for the country and
for raising the money necessary for
preparedness. When the administra-
tion shipping bill is introduced. Senator!
Gallinger said, he will offer as a sub-
stitute a shipping bill he has prepared.;
The republican party, he added, has a 1
ways believed In the feature of the
administration bill providing that the!
merchant marine be used as naval
auxiliaries In time of war.

Advocates Bond Issue.
Senator Gallinger advocated a bond

issue to provide the money needed by
the Treasury. He said he believed the
country was taxed heavily enough al¬
ready. He particularly objected to the
tax on automobiles and gasoline pro-1
posed by the President, but said th.st
he had always thought the minimum
limit on which incomes are taxed
should be lowered. He believed a tax
on bank checks would do no harm and
would not be felt by the people. He
opposed a tax on iron and steel sug¬
gested by the President. He did not
favor taking off any of the taxes now

being collected, and wants to see the
duty on sugar remain as it is.

Delay Introduction of Bills.
In a conference today Chairmen

Chamberlain and Hay of the military!
committees of Congress decided not to
introduce bills they have prepared at
this time, but to submit them informally
to the committees for deliberation.
"If we should introduce them now

they might be construed as partisan!
measures," Senator Chamberlain said,

Dr. Byan Beaches Switzerland.
LAUSANNE. Switzerland, December 8.

.Dr. Edward W. Ryan, chief of the
American Red Cross in Serbia for many
months, has arrived here. Dr. Ryan
states that he will make a tour of
France, England and Italy to obtain
aid for lie relief work in Serbia ami
tben will rejoin' the Serbian army in
Albania.

i

BAILEY TO PUSH
SINGLE TAX BILL

Measure Provides Exemption
for All Personal Property
From Taxation Here.

~

The fact that Chairman Johnson of the
'District committee of the House has as¬
sured Representative Bailey of Pennsyl¬
vania the chairmanship of the subcom¬
mittee on assessment and taxation is in¬
dication that at least one of the Bailey
bills will be taken up and pushed vigor¬
ously. This measure is a single tax bill,
providing for the exemption of all kinds
of personal property from taxation. His
other measure, introduced on the opening
day of Congress, but not yet printed, pro¬
vides for self-government in the District
of Columbia. j

"I am most interested in my assessment
and taxation measure," said Represent¬
ative Bailey today; "it is modeled after a
law which has been actually put into
operation in certain second-class Pennsyl¬
vania cities. I understand that the joint
committee of Congress is at work on 'the
questions relating to the financial rela-
tions of the United States and the Dis¬
trict, and that this includes assessment
and taxation subjects. However, that
committee's, report may not get anywhere,
and I am therefore going to work for my
bill independently of all other considera¬
tions."
This measure reads in the important

sections as follows:

Bill for Single Tax.
"That beginning with the year 1916

an annual charge of five per centum
for depreciation shall be made against
all improvements in said District, this
amount to be deducted from the as¬

sessed value of such property, provided
further that in addition to the amount
charged off for depreciation there shall
annually be a further reduction of 10
per centum for a period of five years
in the total assessment against im¬
provements. so that at the end of that
period improvements in no case shall
be assessed at more than 50 per centum
of their value, and provided further
that hereinafter personal property, in¬
cluding household goods, merchandise,
money in bank, stocks, notes, bonds,
mortgages and other evidences of debt,
jewelry, horses and other domestic
animals, carriages, automobiles, books,!
machinery, implements, tools, office fix-
tures and furniture, boats, tugs and
other vessels, locomotive cars, wagons,
carts, drays and\like vehicles' shall be
wholly exempt from taxation."
The bill expressly provides that the

value of all franchises shall be consid-
ered and treated as land values and
assessed on the same basis as land
values.
Representative Bailey's local self-'

government bill, introduced at the
opening of Congress, was written after
consultation with Thomas E. Will of
this city. It provides for an election
of the District Commissioners.

ATTEMPT TO WBECK TRAIN.

Pennsylvania Eailroad Officials Are
Investigating Plot Against Flyer.
STEUBENV1LLK, Ohio, December 8.

.Pennsylvania railroad officials today
were investigating an attempt mada
last night to wreck their fast St. Louis-
to-New York train No. 32 at the en¬

trance to tunnel No. 7 near Uniontown,
Ohio.
Five minutes before the flyer was due

a track walker discovered a three-ton
sixty-foot steel rail bound to the tracks
with heavy chains. Using boulders to
break the chains, he managed to clear
the. obstruction just as the train
whistled for the tunnel.
Company officials do not credit the

robbery theory, but think disgruntled
trackmen, recently dlsc>4rg|d .m-V'
have planned the wreck for revenge.

BIG BATTLE RAGES

Bulgars and Germans Concen¬
trating to Crush Artay o&j;.

Entente Allies.

LONDON, December 8.- 12:12

p.m..With the Serbian armies in
retreat behind the Albanian and
Montenegrin frontiers, it is re¬

ported the bulk of the German
and Bulgarian armies is being
concentrated against the allied
armies holding the southeast cor'

ner of Serbia.
Heavy fighting has been in

progress there for the last few
days.

French Defeat Not Confirmed.
There is no confirmation of hints

from various sources that the French
troops haVe been forced definitely to
abandon the positions held by them
since the beginning of the campaign.
The fall of Monastir and the south¬
ward progress of German and Bul¬
garian forces, however, _

have placed
the northern wing of the French ex-

pedition in a precarious situation, and
withdrawal from the angle formed by
the Vardar and Cerna rivers appar¬
ently has begun.
Constant arrival of fresh forees apd

war materials at Saloniki give evidence
that the allies have no intention of
abandoning their efforts in this region.

Montenegrins Fight Desperately.
Although the Germans have an¬

nounced the capture of Ipek, Montenegro,
the pursuing Austrian and Bulgarian
armies evidently are confronted with
a harder task on the Montenegrin fron¬
tier than elsewhere.
The Montenegrins continue to offer

spirited resistance and to check the
invaders wherever possible by sharp
counter attacks. An official statement,
issued through the Montenegrin consul
service at Paris says:
"Our troops counter attacked the

enemy vigorously in the direction of
Jabuka-Mataroge December 6, and
succeeded in throwing him back into
his positions. Fighting among ad¬
vanced points is occurring in all direc¬
tions."

Orderly Retreat Difficult.
In Albania the Serbians, who had been

compelled to leave behind quantities of
war materials, appear incapable of or¬

ganized resistance. Even an orderly
retreat is made difficult, as the Serbians
are incumbered with lifrge numbers of
civilians and prisoners, and according
to some reports have been set upon by
Albanians.
The latest dispatches state that the

French are bringing heavy guns into
action in the Strumitza section, causing
the Bulgarians to retire with » heavy
losses. A battle of large proportions
between the Bulgarian and Franco-
British troops appears to be pending.

DISCUSSES BUBAL CHUBCHES.

Gov. Willis of Ohio in Address De¬
plores Their Decline.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, December 8..De¬
cline of the rural churches was de¬
plored by Gov. Frank B. Willis here to¬
day in an address of welcome before
the opening: session of the conference
of.the commission on church and coun¬
try life.
The session was attended by dele-

Rates to the convention of the Federal
Council of Churches of Christ ln
America. >
The governor expressed the hope that

sectarian Influenced would not prevent
the movement ¦ to. federate country
churches.

FATE OF AMERICAN
VESSEL REPORTED
SUNK IS IN DOUBT

Oil Steamer Communipaw Ru¬
mored Torpedoed Off Coast

of Tripoli.

AT ALEXANDRIA MONDAY,
ACCORDING TO DISPATCH

Italian and Greek Ships. Searching
Vicinity. Fail to Find Trace

of Disaster.

FIVE OF CREW U. S. CITIZENS

Petrolite, Owned by Same Company,
Said to Have Been Attacked

in Mediterranean on

Sunday.

LONDON", December 8, 12:47
p.m..A telegram from Alexan¬
dria, Egypt, received today by
Lloyds, says that the American
steamship Communipaw, reported
in a Rome dispatch last night to
have been sunk off Tobruk, Tri¬
poli, bv a submarine, arrived at
Alexandria Monday.

It is inferred that possibly
some confusion has arisen in re¬

gard to the identity of the vessel
torpedoed.

If the report of the torpedoing
of the Communipaw is substan¬
tiated she must have discharged
her cargo of oil and have been on
the way to another port when at¬
tacked.

Coast 200 Miles Away.
The point at which the Communipaw*

is said to have been sunk corresponds
closely to the position of the Ameri¬
can. tank ship Petrolite when it was
attacked by a submarine Sunday, ac-
-eattftafr retfjfved yesterday.
The announcement from Rome of the
u u *°f the Communipaw said

ana. had been sunk near Tobruk
Tripoli. The position of the Petrolite

ye,n as the southeast coastof the island of Crete. The island lies
directly north of Tripoli, about 200
miles from the African coast.

New York Gets Confirmation.
NEW YORK, December S..A dispatch

from Alexandria. Egypt, apparently
confirmatory of the report received by
London Lloyds, that the oil tanker
Communipaw was safe, was received
today by the Standard Oil offices here.
This message stated that the Com¬
munipaw reached Alexandria Sunday
last and would sail for New York
Tuesday 'yesterday).
The dispatch caiae from Capt. Nord¬

strom of the Communipaw, and was
I given out by David T. Warden, mana¬
ger of the foreign shipping department
of the Standard Oil Company of New
Jersey. j
"We are anxiously awaiting word

from our vessel, (he Petrollle." said Mr.
Warden, "but have received no news
except what we saw in the papers."
Whether a mistake has been made in

reporting the Communipaw torpedoed
or whether she was torpedoed after
leaving Alexandria on her home voy¬
age Standard Oil officials can only con¬
jecture.

Too Slow to Reach Scene.
The Communipaw could make only

nine knots an hour, Mr. Warden said,
and assuming she left Alexandria yes¬
terday or even Monday, she could not
have gone 350 miles to a point near
Tobruk. Tripoli, off where the original
cable dispatch from Rome said the ship
had been struck. This dispatch was
filed at Rome at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday, the
day the Standard Oil had been advised
the Communipaw left Alexandria.
"1 feel sure the Communipaw is safe "

said Air. Warden. "Hut we are still
puzzled as to what, if anything has
happened to the Petrolite. We do not
expect any word from her until size
reaches Algiers." '

German Steamer Originally.
Both the Communipaw and the Petro-'

lite were purchased by the Standard
Oil Company from the German-Ameri¬
can Petroleum Company of Germany
after the beginning of the war, to¬
gether with about twehty other oil
steamers. They were transferred to
American registry.
The Communpaw. formerly named the

Deutschland, was a three-masted steel
steamer. She left New York October
27 for Alexandria. Egypt, but was de¬
tained at Genoa by the Italian authori¬
ties until December -.

The Petrolite left New York Novem¬
ber 7 for Alexandria with a cargo of
oil. According to Mr. Warden, she had
discharged her cargo and was on the
return voyage when attacked. No re¬
port is expected from her captain until
he touches at a port whence he can
communicate by cable.

British Warships Searching.
ROME, December 7, 30:.">?» p.m..The

British authorities have given orders
that the squadron of warships at Malta
and the Egyptian squadron give chase
to the submarine reported to have sunk
the Communipaw.
A search by two steamers, one a

Greek and the other Italian, at the
spot near Tobruk. Tripoli, where the
Communipaw is reported to have been
sunk failed to reveal any sign of the
tank ship or of survivors. These
steamers were sent out as soon as word
was received at Tobruk that a ship
had been sunk.

State Department Waits
for Definite Information

About the Communipaw
Conflicting dispatches from Rome

and London as to the American tank
steamer Communipaw, one reporting
her sunk off Tobruk, Tripoli, the other
announcing her arrival at Alexandria.
Egypt, left officials here in suspense.
Official.. adyices from Ambassador
^Continued on Seventeenth Page.)

Secretary Redfield Declares
"Pork" Joke Is Injurious

to Movement.

GERMANY IS CITED
AS MODEL FOP THE U. S.

Senator Ransdell Would Balk Rail¬
roads From Undermining Water

Transportation Rates.

Success will meet the advo¬
cates of rivers and harbors im¬
provement only when the "pork"
joke is taken wholly out of the
movement. Secretary Redfield
told the delegates at the opening
of the twelfth annual convention
of the National Rivers and Har¬
bors Congress at the New W'illard
today, lie told them that they
had a national project, and they
should take the parochial idea out

of it.
Senator Joseph E. Ransdell of Louis¬

iana. president of the Congress, opened
the convention at 10:30 o'clock. He
was presented with a silver-mounted
Kavel, which Mrs. Ransdell had made
for him from cedar taken from the
yard of their home in Louisiana.
The speakers today pointed to Ger¬

many as a model for developing water
transportation. Senator Ransdell an¬

nounced his purpose to have the In¬
terstate commerce act amended to pre¬
vent railroads from undermining water
transportation rates.

Points Cut "Weak Link "

|
Habitual us.-; of the work "pork" in

relation to rivers and harbors work
has been the weak link in the efforts

j to get such improvements. Secretary
William C. Redfield of the Department
of Commerce told the rivers and har¬
bors delegates in opening their' con¬

vention today. He said the rivers and
harbors development had gotten away
beyond the parochial stage.
Secretary Redfield spoke frankly to

the delegates, pointing out the pit¬
falls, explained the relation of water¬
ways to the improvement of com¬

merce, scouted the idea that the
railroads were retarding river and
harbor work and said that natural Wa¬
terways must be improved and artifi-

: cial ones built in order to be ready for
! the commerce which is sure to com*.

"You are now,** he said, "at the very
height of the peculiar fitness of your
cause. The vessels are ready, the

J motor is ready, the commerce is ready.
All that is needed is a place to moye.
"The weakness of your cause lies in

the habitual, thousrh untruthful, use of
the word 'pork/ There is no cause to
joke. You cannot get anything until
it has outgrown the joking stage. We
in America will have our laugh, no
matter what it holds back. Many good
causes have been held back because
of the American desire for a laugh.

Bigger Than Any District.
"Your cause is bigger than, any dis-

trict. It is larger in scope than any
one stream or harbor. It is of self-in¬
terest as a whole to a national people
He is an enemy of national commerce
who would seek to do it in a parochial
way.
"The act, purpose and spirit of local

'pork' should be separated from such a

great and honorable cause as yours."
Secretary Redfield said the best ar¬

gument against the charge that the
railroads were retarding waterway de¬
velopment was the Hudson river, with
a large fleet of daily boats, although
flanked on one side bv a four-track
system and on the other one of two
tracks.
Where there is direct water trans¬

portation between two places it is
cheaper and quicker than railroads.
He said he had loeated a factory at
the head of navigation of the Hud¬
son because he could put a machine
aboard one evening %nd have it in New
York city the next day. as against
three daysg on the railroad.j

Example Set by Corn Boys.
Saying that the country was more or

less in the position of an unbalanced
factory, he added that il' the fathers
of the boys in the corn clubs should
take up the work of their ?ons and
make it the univefsal habit there is
not a railroad in the country that
would be equal to the task of handling
the flight. There would not be enough
cars "to handle the business.
"The r .ilroud and the waterway each

has its proper place in relation one to
the other. Without both the nation
would not S<>1 alons at all.
"We should improve the natural

streams and create artificial ones where
conditions require, so that we will be
sanely ready to keep our own factory
going."

Talks of Railway Development.
Development of the railroadjias served

to retard waterways development in this
country, according to Col. C. McD. Town-

send, Engineer Corps, U. S. A. While
Lhe water ways remain undeveloped, rail¬
roads grew up and factories were placed
near the railroad tracks, until now trans¬
portation in this country by water means

expensive preliminary handling by wagon,
truck and human labor. In Germany the
waterways w<*re developed first, and fac¬
tories were placed along the river banks.
Conditions on the great lakes, where fac¬
tories have been built largc.'y on the
water front, is an indication of what can
be done, said Col. Townsend.

Division of freight into classes so that
the railroads should carry the high-grade
freight and the boats lower grade is the
only proper economic solution of the
transportation problem, according to I'aul
W. Brown, editor of the St. Louis Re¬
public. If waterways are used only as

a club over railroads, he asserted,' either
interior points are forced to make up
for the new low rates given to river porta
or the railroads become unproductive
property. Calling attention to the fact
that the railroaus employ 1,600,000 men
and have a funded debt of $11,000,000,000,
he said that "the idea that any concession
forced from the railroads is clear gain
is erroneous and should be dropped. He
predicted that the America of the future
would use water transportation.

Municipalities Held Responsible.
Failure of the development of the

navigable streams of the country today
was placed squarely on the shoulders of
municipalities by former Gov. A. O. Eber-
hart of Minnesota.
"The failure to make proper use of

the .navigable streams, of tliewountry."
ha aaid, "ia chargeable to thp.nmnlci-

(Continued on Second Fife.)

Feverish Interest in Coming
Speech of German Im- .

perial Chancellor. [1
READY TO END THE WAR 1

WHEN FOES OWN DEFEAT

Belief Prevails That Entente Allies
Have Not Yet Beached

That Stage.

GOES TO CONSULT EMPEBOB

Or. von Bethmaho-Hollweg Making
Careful Preparation for His

Statement to the

Reichstag.

AMSTERDAM, via London,
December 8..Dispatches from
Berlin state that Dr. von I!cth-
niann-Hollweg. the Gentian im¬
perial chancellor, has gone to con¬
fer with Emperor William at
army headquarters.

It is said that the purpose of
his visit is to discuss with the
emperor the details of the chan¬
cellor's coming speech in the
reichstag. which is awaited with
feverish interest by the public.

Public Interest Is Seen.
Seldom has there been st^ch a de¬

mand for seats in the galleries of the
reichstag, and the coming statement
is the subject of universal speculation.
Germany's intentions regarding the

Balkans and the possibilities of peaee
are the chief topics upon which tho
chancellor is expected to give light-

Hungarian Peace Viewi.
A long speech delivered by Count

Julius Andrassy, former premier of
Hungary, at the latest session of the
Hungarian chamber, dealt mainly with
the possibility of peace, according to a
dispatch from Budapest. This mes¬
sage quoteb Count Andrassy as follows:
"It is the human dutj- to make peace

at the earliest possible moment. 1 am
completely convinced that we shall be
able to conquer the most extreme re¬
sistance of our enemies and continue
the war until our adversaries are
forced to ask for peace, but it would
be a blessing if it were possible to
conclude peace before this last moment
comes.

Time Not Yet Ripe.
"If, despite these considerations, I do

not now espouse definite action toward
peace, the reason is that I am con¬
vinced that the time is not yet ripe.
The fact that on the other side 1 do
not perceive any sign 01 a possibility
of the conclusion of peace at present
prevents me from all actions toward
peace.
"Moreover, all signs demonstrate thst

our adversaries have not yet acknowl-
edged the present result of the war,
and they are doing everything in order,
perhaps, yet to obtain a change in th^
fortune of war. The declarations of
the French premier and the speeches
made in the house of commons also
offer in the present circumstances
little promise of an early peace."

foes Do Not Admit Defeat.
BERLIN. December 8, by wireless

Sayville, N. Y..In an address before :t
convention of the progressive peoples?
party the president. Friedrich von
Payer, a member of the reichstag,
raised the question whether Germany,
"being the stronger and having won
victory, ought to hold out her hand fo:
peace." Herr von Payer replied to Jii*
own question by asserting that this
would be possible only when the ene¬
mies of Germany realized that they liail
been defeated, as they had not thtxs
fa r.
"The world did not understand this,"

he continued, believing the German
military or annexationist party wa«
opposed to peace at the present time,
desiring to carry on the war to a fur¬
ther stage.

Successes in Diplomacy.
The political situation, the president

said, was best illustrated by the fact
that the British were pointing to the
successes of German diplomacy as con¬
trasted with their own failures.
The increase in food prices in Ger¬

many was not surprising, he said, since
there had been a similar advance in all
other European countries, including the
neutrals.
Germany's financial conditions. Herr

von Payer said, was exceedingly satis¬
factory. It had become apparent during
the war that England was poorer ami
Germany richer than the world had
believed.

Asquith Gives No Pledge.
LONDON. December 8. 0:44 p.m..'1'

proposals of a serious character for a

general peace are put forward by the
enemy governments, either directly or

through a neutral power, they will
first be discussed by the allied govern¬
ments. I'ntil this contingency arises
I cannot give any further pledge.
The foregoing was Premier Asquith s

reply, made in the house of commons

today, to the request of Philip Snow-
den.

*

socialist member for Blackburn,
for a pledge that no proposals for ne
gotiations based on the Evacuation of
conquered territory shall be rejected by
the British government without the
knowledge of parliament. Premier A»-
tiuith added:

" Vs soon as proposals for peace are
out forward it will be the desire of
,h. government to take parliament iiHo
its confidence at the earliest possibW
moment."

FRENCH LOSE TRENCHES 1

IN CHAMPAGNE DISTRICT
BEHLJNi December S, via London.

3 06 p.m..Capture of a French'poai.
tlon more than 500 yards In iMgth on

Hill No 193. north of SouainP In tk«
Champagne district, is annouhoad fr)r
German army headquarters today.


